
Why Irish and Dutch proverbs? 



For every mile of 
road there are two 
miles of ditches 

•There are two sides 
to every story. 

•Het mes snijdt aan 
twee kanten. 

 

 



The older the 
fiddle the sweeter 
the tune 

•Things and people 
improve over time. 

•Hoe ouder hoe wijzer. 

 



Theres not use 
boiling your 
cabbage twice 

•There is no use in 
going over worries 
in your head again 
and again because 
it solves nothing. 

•Geen zorgen voor de 
dag van morgen. 



It’s often a mans 
mouth broke his nose 

•Watch out what you say 
because it can get you in 
trouble. 

•Wie wind zaait, zal storm 
oogsten. 



The old cock crows, 
the young cock 
learns 

•Children learn from 
examples from older 
people like their 
parents or teachers. 

•Zoals de ouden zongen 
piepen de jongen. 



It’s a long road 
there’s no turn in 

•No matter how bad the 
situation is, it will 
always change for the 
better. 

•Achter de wolken 
schijnt de zon. 



Even black hen 
lay white eggs 

•It’s impossible to 
judge people by 
their looks. 

•Ware schoonheid 
zit van binnen. 



No matter how 
big rooms you 
have you can only 
sleep in one bed.  

•Possessions mean 
nothing. 

•Van een mooi bord 
kun je niet eten. 



There’s no heart like 
your own heart 

•There is no place like 
home. 

•Hoe het klokje thuis 
tikt, tikt het nergens 
anders.  


